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CONFIDENTIAL : To be treated as strictly confidential until releasef for publication 


as follows:- 


MORNING PAPERS : TUESDAY, 19TH AUGUST, 1947 Linea 
EVENING PAPERS : TUESDAY, 19TH AUGUST, 1947. / | 


BULLETIN OF UNEMPLOYMINT AND SICKNESS BENEFIT STATISTICS 
MAY, 1947. 
1, GENERAL 


This summary, issued by the Commonwealth Statistician, (Drs Roland iilson) 
covers the operations of the Unemployment and Sickness Benefits Act 1944 (from lst July, 
1947, Part VII of the Social Services Consolidation Act 1947) for the month of May, 1947, 
and the eleven months ended May, 19474 


The Act provides for the payment of benefit to persons whose normal 
earnings have been interrupted through unemployment or temporary incapacity. It also 
provides a third class of benefit - designated Special Benefit - which gives a measure 
of assistance to those persons who, on account of some special circumstances, cannot 
comply with the statutory requirements relating to unemployment or sickness benefit, and 
who are prevented from earning a livelihood and are in need, 


The number of recipients of benefit do not embrace the total employment 
and sickness in ths community. Unemployment or sickness of less than seven days' 
duration is not covered due to the provision in the Act of a "waiting period" of this 
length of time during which no benefit is payable, Permanent incapacity is not 
included as this is covered by the Invalid and Old~Age Pensions Act, (from lst July, 
1947 the Age and Invalid section of the Social Services Consolication Act 1947). The 
application of a "means test" excludes another group from benefit, The inclusion of 
claims rejected - see Section 8 - completes the coverage of all porsons applying for 
benefit, irrespective of whether their claims are approved or rojected, 


The number of "persons on benefit" in this summary relates to principal 
beneficiarics who would normally be breadwinners, Dependants of such beneficiarics 
are not included, 


The information contained in this bullcotin has been compiled from data 
made available by the Departm=nt of Social Services. The details given in Sections 4, 
6 and 7 refer to admittances and cxits notified during the period shown and not to 
admittances and exits which actually occurred during the period, 


Due to delay in the receipt of information in respect of some beneficiaries 
the figures are preliminary and subject to revision, This applies particularly to 
discontinuancss and results in persons on benefit at the end of the month being overstated, 


2. BENEFITS PAID 


The benefits paid in respect of each class of benefit in each State 
during May, 1947, and the eleven months ended May, 1947, are shown in the following 
table:- 


AMOUNT OF BENEFITS BALD DURERG bechs. 1947, AND TH] ELEVEN MONTHS ENDED 
Raen ane STATES, 
; ans oe | 
a. ended ! Mays nde 


Peas Spocial| Total 
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ae 













Z. £, = ZS 
N.S.W. (a) 159,897| 249,951] 5,838] 415,686 
Victoria 154,631| 165,904] 6,277] 326,812 

| Quoonsland 415,056] 92,984 Toor odo. See 









Oral 67,135 
EOD) OST 54,103 
1 443} 30,808 | 
L pee "861 ,685|_ 660,885 |_ 
Includes Australian Gapital SGIEMUTE b) Includes Northern Territory. 


S.Aust. (b) 
W,. Australia 
Tasmania 
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3. SUMMARY - CLAIMS ..DMITTED, EXITS, P3RSONS ON BENEFIT 
The following table shows for tho yoar 1945-46 and for tho months from 
July, 1946, to May, 1947, tho numbor of claims admittod and discontinued and porsons 
romaining on bencofit:- 
CLAIMS ADMITTED, DISCONTINUANCES AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT YER 1945-46 
AND MONTHS OF JULY, 1946, TO MY, 1947 : AUSTRALIA 























: Uncmploymont Sickness Special Total 
Poriod - SS Mtoe Tre, ee aes oe a al eect 
_...| Males |Fomales| Malos {Fomales | Molos | Fomalos{ Males | Fomalcs | Persons 
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Yoor 1945-46 6,724| 242] 194) 98,875 118, 082 
July 666 57 17) 12,462 15,639 






























August EM 56 31) 6,220 94242 
Septembor io PA 22] O_203 7,093 
October 877 81 27| 6,729 gt oe 
Novembor 1,065 201 31| 20, 681 224778 
Docembor 707 Loe, 38] 12,710 13,779 
1947 - 

January 656 108 20] 9,775 10,621 
Fobruary 909 116 24} 9,431 10,529 
March (a dy22s 119 37, 9,852 Dg one 
fipril (a 802 82 21{ 7,665 8,633 
May (a 1.221 Bay 52-18) Bs opts. 


DISCONT INUANCES 
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1946 a Pak 
July be 
August va 
September 4. 
Octobor ee 
Novembor ee 
Docembcr ee 
1947 = 
January 
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March (a 
Apri a 
May (3) 


1946 = 

June 
July 
August ce 
September ee 
October Ke 
November ee 
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December oe 210) 23,892 
1947 = 
January ee Zo ia LO gos) sig ae? 


223| 18,824 
226) 16,971 
2351 15,980 
2361 14,612 


254771 21,302 


February 
as 29967) 19,638 


March (a) oe 
April (a) 






Bh TN | 83188 | 
(a) Subject to revision) 
NOTE : For monthly figuros from July, 1945, to Junc, 1946, sco October, 1946 Bulletin, 





4, BENEFITS DISCONTINUED. 


(i) Duration : The number of weeks during which benefit was paid for each of the 
cases of benefit whose discontinuance was notified during the elevon months ended May, 
1947, is show in the following table:- 

DURATION OF BINEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING THR ELEVEN MONTHS ENDED MaY,1947 3 AUSTRALIA 


oe ee 


ee ee I I ee eR Ge ee 
Duration of Unemployment Sickness Total (a) 
oo UE A ee ee eee 





—~~benefit Males Fomalos Persons Males _Fomales Persons Males Females Persons | 
Weeks 
Less than 1 13,098 eat Les o%0 §3,665 601 4,266 16,840 2,073 18,913 
land under 2 14,944 Peroke Bighso. 16,109 Lalor W,el6 2l,166 SS0I ates 
9 0 i 3° 7,026 hie C267 5,235 LOZ. “96,260 15383" eeue avery 
a. 0 "4 5,216 184 5,400 4,515 994 5,509 9,818 1,291 12,009 
A TOS 1 ie) 153 4,366 3,444 Bul, eae: oF, 77e 977 8,748 
5 on " 9 13,586 498 14,084 7,943 1,949 9,892 21,804 2,485 24,289 
9" " 13 6,079 BEG lr byere. oy 504 Ls038. 4,557 95747 “T,262) “Tsou 
i it) 2G 6,980 305 7,285 4,118 Veeoe TS gSbe LL. eT | «ke CO, Sei aee 
26 and over wel nO, Re OL 2 9 B37 939 69872 44579 O47 9 226 
TOTAL 739363 59214 78,677 40,885 9,312 50,197 115335 144829 130,164 | 
— (a) Includes Special Bonefits (1,087 malos, 203 fomales, 1,290 persons), 


3e 


Of the 130,164 benefits whose discontinuance was notified during the 
eleven months ended May, 1947, 53,362 (41 per cent) were in receipt of benefits for 
five weeks and over, 62,110 (48 per cent) for four weeks and over, 73,119 (56 per cent) 
for three weeks and over 86,786 (67 per cent) for two weeks and over, 111,251 (85 per 
cent) for one week and over, whilst 18,913 (15 per cent) received benefit for less 
than one week. 


Average duration of unemployment benefits discontinued was shorter than 
that of sickness. Nineteen per cent of unemployment and eight per cent of sickness 
ceases were in receipt of benefit for less than one week, whilst for durations of less 
than three weeks the percentages were 50 and 35 respectively, 


(ii) Reasons for Cessation : Of the 78,677 cases of unemployment benefit whose 
termination was notified during the cleven months cnded May, 1947, 72,198 (91,8 per cent) 
secured employment or failed to report (which in most cases means that the beneficiary 
has resumed employment without advising the Department of Social Services ), 23094 
(3,3 per cent) transferred to Sickness Benefit or to another district and 2,162 
(2.7 per cent) failed or refused to accept an offer of employmsnt, 


Of the 50,197 cases -f sickness benefit whose termination was notified, 
42,885 (85,4 per cent) recovered from their illness and presumably resumed employment 
2,285 (4,6 per cent) were classified as permanently incapacitated which, in practically 
every case, means that they were transferred to Invalid Psrsiong,1,963 (3.9 per cent) 
transferred to Unemployment Benefit or to another district and 868 (1.7 per cent) dicd. 


5 PERSONS ON BENEFIT «aT END OF MAY, 1947, 


TOTAL PERSONS 

(i) Proportion per 10,000 in Employmont: Tho proportion of persons on benefit at 
Zlst May, 1947, to the stimatced number of omployecs in employment was approximately 
69 per 10,000, comprising 30 uncmployment, 37 sickness and 2 spscial cases per 10,000. 
The following table shows the proportions for males and females separately:- 


APPROXIMATE Ni'MBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 32ST MAY 1947 


== 


PER 10,000 WAGE AND SALARY EARNSRS IN EMPLOYMENT. : AUSTRALIA, 





















; No. on benefit 
Proportion O'_ On pene 
sae 








Malos per 10,000 males 40 
Females per 10,000 females AL Bish, 7 
Sis ANCES SOR Nc ee a1 Se CM Raat Ray ied GR ner: + CARs CaRenminnn sore oes 


(ii) State Totals ; The following table shows the number of persons in each State 
in receipt of benefit at 3lst May, 1947:- 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 31ST MAY, 1947 2 STATES. 


eee 







Si ee 


ee ee 
Melcs. | Females 


Males | Females |. 


59 59] 4,609 920 
Victoria 28 57} 2,569 756 
Quoensland 41 44) 4,924 447 
S,Austs .(b) 18 19 863 216 
W. Aust. : -25 29] 1,292 246 
Tasmania Meese Ot een Olde 8 2B SOS 





TOTAL Ags, 2 36 


4. 


(ut: } Ages : Distribution of persons on benefit at 3lst May, 1947, according to age 
groups is shown in the following table:- 


GROUPED AGE s PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 31ST MAY, 1947 : AUSTRALIA 











Beret Aas Cal Unomploynent Sickness Total 
1946) ____ [Meles | Females [Persons | ial nales | Persons | Males { Females 
- 19 Years 1,106 900 

. 1, 266:) 2,312 
(oo Leos 

760] 1,247 

794) 15322 

831 | 1,416 

943 | 1,543 

POSO wy Ante 

lL, io4 42,054 

1 VRS a ea hoon eee 
9, 359. 14, 612 





Includes Special Benefits Gre meiee 236 females, ron Pee) 


6. UNEMPLOYMaNT - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING ELEVEN MONTHS 2NDED 
WAY, "AND ‘PERSONS ( ON, “BENEFIT | AT END_ OF ID OF MAY, 1947 


(4) Cause of Unemployment : The following table analyses the reasons for termination 
of employment as stated by persons whose admission to benefit was notified during the 
eleven months ended May, 1947, and by those who were on benefit at 3lst May, 1947, 


Discharges and lay-offs are separations on the initiative of the employer, the 
broad distinction being that a discharge is finel and there is no likelihood of the 
person being re-engaged, at least in the near future. A lay off- is a separation or 
a temporary nature with the idea that the job will be available again for the employee 
as soon as circumstances permit, Quits are separations which take place on the 
initiative of the employee, 


CAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT : CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC. DURING 
ELEVEN M MONTHS EN! ENDED MAY y. 1947 - = ‘AUSTR. sthes vt 


er ee re er oe eee 


; Admitted ee “eleven ~ On benofit at 
Cause of Unemployment seen snded May, 1947 vel eee 


Fomales 


wtp 









Discharged for disciplinary reasons” ~- 134 
Discharged for other reasons - 
Inefficiency, including medical 


unfitness oe 
Retrenchment, including closing of 


establishment ee 
Replaced by reinstated ex-service 
personnel etc.relieving worker andy Agioco 
Other discharges, including 
inadequately defined 
Laid-off owing to - 








Powsr rationing oe | 
Shortage of materials ee | 
Strikes, lock-outs withing the | 
same establishment an 
Seasonal work as | 9,034 
Casual work oe 
Other reasons, including inadequately 
defined ee 
Inadequately defined ve 
} Quitted - 


Medical unfitness, work too heavy 

Other quits, including inadcquately 
defined oe 

Not previously employed =~ 

Employers, workers on own account 

Ex-service personnnel not yet 
returned to work oe 

Othor ee 


eee ec kTe) 5,149 | 77,327 | 7266) esl 7.530) 


De 


et) Industrial Groups : In the following statement is shown the distribution, 
according to main industrial groups, of persons whose admission to benefit was notified 


during the elven months ended May, 1947, and of those on benefit at 3lst May, 


19473~= 


UNEMPLOYMENT - INDU. TRIAL GROUPS - CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC. DURING SLEVEN MONTHS 


ENDED MAY, 1947 


cee eee 






eee 


Industry in which 
last engaged 





Aericulture, Pastoral and Dairying .-. 
Other Primary Production a 
Coal Mining eo 
Other Mining and Quarrying at 
Factories and Industrial - 


Founding, engineering, metalworking 
including shipbuilding ake 
Vehicles, including aircraft ae 
Textiles and articles of dress oe 
Food, drink and tobacco oa) 
Furniture, woodwork, etc. oe 
Other factories, including heat, 
Light and power ee 
Building and Construction pe 
Transport and Communication ote 
Commerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and retail trade t 
Finance and property eo 
Public Administration and Professional 
Personal and Domestic Service ee 
Other re ee 


TOTAL 


ee 








_.|_ Males Females |_Per: 
7,848 | 16 
996 . 


_AUSTRALTA 


ee ae 


> nt benefit at 
31st May, 


Claims admitted during | 
eleven months ended 























836 - 


15,972 380 
3,234 30 


iea80')) 625245 
8,471 544 
2,153 54 


Distribution by States of males in receipt of unemployment benefit at 
3lst May, 1947, in the principal industrial groups is shown in the following table ;- 


UNEMPLOYMENT : INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - 


Tndustry in which 
: Reo SMO APOC 8 ee 
Agriculture, Pastoral, etc. ae 
Other Primary including Mining.. 
Engineering,etc.including Vehicles 
Food, Drink, etc. Factories ae 





Other Factorios ee 
Building and Construction “ 
Transport oe 
Commerce and Finance Se 
Previously employed by Australian 
or Allied Services oe 
Porsonal and Domestic Service ee 
Other ee 


TOTAL 





MALRS ON BENEFIT AT 318? MAY, 1947. 2 


eer ee eo oe 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 


STATES, 






(b) Includes Northern Torwttom., 


6. 


(iii) Metropolitan and Other : Unemployment benefits whose admission was notified 
during the eleven months ended May, 1947, and those current at 3lst May, 1947, are 
dissected into "Metropolitan" and "Other" districts (based on the usual place of 
residence of the beneficiary) in the following table:- 





DISTRIBUTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFICIARIES BST\ EEN METROPOLITAN AND 
“OTHER DISTRICTS 3 (a): “STATES 

























Claims admitted during eleven 
months, en ended May 1947 





On n Benefit set 31st a 1947 


SE ee 


N.S .W.(b) 
‘Victoria 
‘Queensland 
'§. Aust. (c) 
lw, Aust, 
‘Tasmania 
TOTAL ie 33,249 | ae oe 
a Metropolitan compriese “the regions ina tered from Capital 1 City at “Surburban 
district offices of the Departments of Social Services or Labour end National Services 
(Employment Service), In N,S.\/., Liverpool is included in "Other", In 8S. hey 
Port Adelaide and in W. A.., Fromantie and Midland Junction are included in 
Metropolitan, (b) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (c) Includes Northern 
Territory. 


Te SICKNESS - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING THE ZLEVEN MONTHS ENDED MAY, 1947 : 


AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF My, 1947, 


(i) Metropolitan and Other : Sickness benefits whose admission was notified during 
the eleven months ended May, 1947, and those current at 3lst May, 1947, are dissected 
into "Metropolitan" and "Other" districts (based on the usual place of residence of 
the beneficiary) in the following table:- 


DISTRIBUTION OF SICKNESS BENEFICT..RIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN AND 
~~ OTHER DISTRICTS (a) 3 SSUaUMGNs er 


ee ee 


Be a 
Claims admitted during eleven | On bencfit at 31st May, 1949 



















months ended May, 1947 coe Peers See 2s 
State itan Metro: ohio fa ner 
>... 2S || Femalos _ ales | Males | Females| Males | Fomales 
N.S.W. (b) 25269 1,478 558 1,393 
Victoria Beton yy ieepl 480 608 
Queens land Ti ATT 134 471 
S.A. (c) 651 497 142 234 
We A. 814 347 158 175 
Tasmania | eee DOD? 0 ito 120 33). 280 
Perea | 23,321; 6,901 si TE Se eee Ta0bn yo 





(2) See footnote to Table € (iii). (b) Includes 4.C.T. (c) Includes oeenenn Territory 


(ii) Industrial Groups : The distribution according to main industrial groups, of 
Persons on sickness benefit at 3lst May, 1947, is shown in the following tables- 


INDUSTRIAL GROUPS 2, PERSONS ON SICKNESS BENEFIT AT 3187 MAY, 1947 3 AUSTRALTA 


— “Industry. ‘in | which 1 last engaged — ue Se: Males | Femalos | Persons \ 
Agriculture, Pastoral and Dairying oe 399 aS) 610 
Other Primary Production ee ee 146 - 146 
Coal Mining oe oe 3k 3 : 323 
Other Mining and Quarrying és e 133 = 133 
Factories and Industrial - 

- Founding, engineering, motalworking, including shipbuilding) 1,080 84 | 1,164 
Vehicles, including aircraft oe 320 9 329 
Textiles and articlos of dress es 269 409 678 

. Food, drink and tobacco ve ee ATT 119 596 
furniture, woodwork, etc. oe ve 267 23 290 
Other Factories, including heat, light and power ee 

Building and Construction ee ee 

Transport and Communication ee se 

Go = 
Bei eeia esa paiail trado |. . 

Finance and proporty ee 

Public Administration and Professional ee 

Personal and Domestic Service oe oe 


er ee oie 





a) 


(iii) Nature of Sickness : The following table shows the principal causes of 
sickness, as stated on medical certificates of persons whose admission was notified 
during the eleven months ended May, 1947, and of those on benefit at 3lst May, 1947:- 


NATURE OF SICKNZ5S + CLAIMS a ETC, DURING ELEVEN MONTHS 
ENDED iD MAY, “1947 dh AUSTRALLA Ns 





rae 



























anc ire a On benefit at 
during eleven months 3lst May 
t 
Nature of Sickness Bede ew. 1O2e 1947 
ee ee Leora Males | Females! Persons| Males | Females | Persons_ 











366 Be 
87 1 
38) ih 


Infective and Parastic Diseases .«. 
Cancer oe ee 
Other Tumours ee er 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition 
and Vitamin-Deficiency Diseases ., 
Diseases of - 
Blood and Blood-forming Organs 
Nervous System and Sense Organs 
Circulatory System 
Respiratory System 
Digostive System t 
Genito-Urinary System 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, etc, 
Skin and Cellular Tissue 
Bones and Organs of Movement 
Other Diseases (including ill- 
defined conditions) 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning - 
Fractures ee 
Other Injuries, etc. 
Operations (original disability 
not stated) oe. 
| Other (including not stated) 


ee OPAL, RE ne 






















8, TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED 


The total number of applicants for benefit whose claims were notified 
during the eleven months ended May, 1947, and those whosc claims were notified as 
rejected during the same period are shown in the table below, No further dissection 
of rejected claims has been made but it is hoped to extr.ct further information at 
a later date, 


TOTAL PPLIC. -TIONS FOR BENEFIT oND CLAIMS REJaCTED - ELEVEN 
MONTHS ENDED MAY, 1947: STATES ~~ 





Unemployment Sickness 


TR SE AT BS: RT 






| Percentage 











Total 









Total "e WBonutenl |S cSt 2 tee 
Glaina Redectt | Chains) °/°e'* (rsdne Rejects | Rejects to 
eee Ral, | See eclees DO Ue 








N Selle (a )- 18, 144 8,399 Pa 
Victoria 214733 8 5277 | 12.8 
Queensland 151,622 Ls 230 Pra 
5. Ae (b) 4042 4,184 Serra) 
We Ae or 2992 
ee = 3 
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